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[image: A woman and several children walk through a dust storm to their tent at the Dagahaley refugee camp in Kenya's North Eastern Province, near the Kenya-Somalia border.]
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A malnutrition crisis grips the Horn of Africa — the result of the region's worst drought in decades, an effect of climate change — endangering millions of children's lives. 
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A climate-induced disaster: the worst drought in 40 years
Severe drought, coupled with rapidly increasing food prices related to the war in Ukraine, has deepened food insecurity across the Horn of Africa — creating a child malnutrition emergency in Africa's easternmost region.
Kenya, Ethiopia and Somalia have been hit especially hard. The crisis is considered one of the worst climate change-related disasters of the past 40 years, impacting nearly 37 million people, including over 20 million children.
Five consecutive failed rainy seasons decimated crops, killed livestock and destroyed livelihoods. Severe shortages of water and pasture have pushed families out their homes and fomented conflict between communities.
Over 25 million people in the Horn region lack access to safe water, including 14 million children.
UNICEF accelerated humanitarian assistance efforts in the Horn to avert famine and child deaths. Severe acute malnutrition in children is life-threatening. 
15 million children out of school due to Horn of Africa drought and displacement crisis
Over 1.5 million people have been displaced, at great risk to children's health, safety and well-being. Some 15 million children in the region are out of school, with another 3 million at risk of dropping out due to the drought.
[image: ]

How is UNICEF responding to the Horn of Africa malnutrition crisis?
Together with partners, UNICEF is working to reach and treat malnourished children as their numbers continue to soar. UNICEF remains the world's largest single procurer of Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF), a nutritious peanut paste and highly effective treatment for severe acute malnutrition.
UNICEF is also accelerating efforts to improve access to safe water and sanitation and strengthen delivery of primary health care services including child immunization, among other emergency interventions.
Learn how UNICEF-supported water systems are offering a lifeline to children and women in Turkana County, Kenya.
Learn how UNICEF responds to food crises globally. 
Learn more about how UNICEF is working to address climate change and its impacts on children and vulnerable communities. 
Donate today to help UNICEF scale solutions that are working. 

 
Just $55 can provide a two-month supply of Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food — enough to restore the health of a severely malnourished child.
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Americans Who Never Forget: Life Without Vaccines
 Three lives touched by vaccine-preventable disease, one message: Don't take immunization for granted.


[image: Patron, a bomb-sniffing dog, visited a classroom where students learned about the hazards of landmines and unexploded ordnance in Ukraine. ]
Landmine Safety Programs Protect Ukraine's Children
Lifesaving UNICEF-supported programs teach children in Ukraine about the risks of landmines and how to protect themselves. [VIDEO]


[image: Abducted by three men who planned to force her into child marriage, Zemzem, 13, was rescued with help from a UNICEF youth group in southern Ethiopia. ]
Fighting Child Marriage in Ethiopia
After Zemzem, 13, was abducted in southern Ethiopia, members of a UNICEF youth group helped rescue her from being forced into early marriage. [VIDEO]


[image: Eleven-year old Nyanyiik rests her hands on the stomach of Sundoay John - who is 9 months pregnant with her second child - outside the UNICEF-supported maternity ward at Malakal Teaching Hospital, South Sudan.]
UNICEF Launches Multi-Country Push to Improve Maternal Nutrition
A plan to reach 16 million women and girls in 16 countries by the end of 2025 with a package of essential services.


[image: Delphin of Kampyempye village, Tanganyika province, eastern DRC, is back at school and studying hard after having been displaced by conflict.]
Where Humanitarian Aid and Peace Building Intersect: UNICEF in Eastern DRC
In Tanganyika province, Democratic Republic of the Congo, groups who were in conflict are learning to live side by side, with UNICEF's help. [VIDEO]


[image: A photographer chronicles UNICEF's work to treat babies suffering from malnutrition in Yemen.]
How UNICEF Fights Malnutrition in Yemen
Photographer Ala'a Noman chronicles the lives of severely malnourished children receiving treatment in Yemen. [VIDEO]
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